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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, IT 

SUBJECT: AFRS FOR LA MADDALENA 

1. EMBASSY RECOGNIZES SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO MORALE AND 
WELFARE OF NAVY PERSONNEL AND DEPENDENTS THAT WOULD DERIVE FROM 
PROPOSED INTRODUCTION SEN RADIO SERVICE AT LA MADDALENA. THERE 
ARE, HOWEVER, SEVERAL CONSIDERATIONS THAT PRESENTLY MILITATE 
AGAINST IT. 

2. ARMED FORCES RADIO AT ALL U.S. FACILITIES IN ITALY OPERATES 
WITHOUT A LEGAL BASIS AT THE INDULGENCE OF THE GOI. IN OUR VIEW, 

THE THRESSHOLD OF OFFICIAL ITALIAN TOLERANCE WOULD LIKELY BE 
PASSED IF BROADCASTS WERE TO BECOME A POLITICAL ISSUE AS THE 
RESULT OF A COMPAIGN BY THE LEFTIST PRESS. IN THOSE CIRCUM- 
STANCES, ALL AFRS BROADCASTING IN ITALY WOULD BE JEOPARDIZED. 
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THE GOI IS VIRTUALLY ENTIRELY POLITICAL, WITH ISSUES SUCH AS 
RADIOACTIVE POLLUTION SERVING PRIMARILY AS STALKING HORSES FOR 
BOTH THE LEFT IN ATTACKING THE GOVERNMENT AND FOR THE LOCAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE GOVERNING PARTY IN SEEKING IMPROVED 
TREATMENT BY THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT. AT LEAST ON THE LOCAL 
SCENE OUR PRESENCE AT LA MADDALENA COULD BECOME AN ISSUE IN THE 
ELECTIONS EXPECTED WITHIN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS. INCREASING THE 
VISIBILITY (OR AUDIBILITY) OF WHAT PRESENCE DURING THE PRE- 
ELECTORAL PERIOD WOULD SIMPLY OFFER A FURTHER PRETEXT FOR 
ATTACKING IT. AND HOWEVER ANONYMOUS THE INITIAL PROGRAMMING OF 
A LA MADDALENA BROADCAST WERE. THE FACT OF A CLEAR SIGNAL IN 
ENGLISH WOULD BE ENOUGH TO ESTABLISH THE GILMORE CONNECTION FOR 
ANYONE WISHING TO MAKE AN ISSUE OF IT. ALTHOUGH THE SIGNATURE 
OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE BIA WOULD NOT PROVIDE A LEGAL BASIS FOR 
BROADCASTING, IT WOULD, IN OUR VIEW, BY FORMALIZING OTHER 
SUPPORT ACTIVITIES, LOWER THE RISK OF BROADER REPERCUSSIONS 
THAT COULD RESULT SHOULD THE RADIO SERVICE COME UNDER ATTACK. 

3. IN PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES, EMBASSY CANNOT APPROVE INITIATION 
AFRS/SEN SERVICES AT LA MADDALENA. IT IS HOPED THAT AS OTHER 
MORE URGENT ASPECTS OF THE USN PRESENCE AT LA MADDALENA, 
PRIMARILY THE SIGNATURE OF A BIA AMENDMENT, CAN BE RESOLVED, 

IT WILL BE POSSIBLE TO GIVE FURTHER CONSIDERATION TO PROVIDING 
AFRS/SEN SERVICES. VOLPE 
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